










"Airport Association News" 
Jerry Olson 

President AAND 

The Airport Association of North 
Dakota members attending the 1988 Up
per Midwest Aviation Symposium (March 
7-9) experienced a very busy and infor
mative three days of activities. Topics 
covered were airport certification, asphalt 
maintenance, navaid funding, airports fun
ding, flight service station update, AvPlari 
update and airport insurance. The expert 
speakers assembled did an outstanding job 
and the Association is thankful for their 
participation. 

(AIRPORT CLASSIFICATION) 

One of the interesting sessions had to 
do with classification of the state's 102 
public use airports. The North Dakota 
Aeronautics Commission presented an 
eleven point outline that they plan to in
force in efforts to monitor the operating 
condition of the state's airports. The com
mission plans to utilize the FAA criteria 
based on runway length and airspace to 
direct airports in areas of maintenance and 
safety. The eleven point outline is listed 
below: 

I) Follow FAA airport criteria based on 
runway lengths. 
2) Identify safety violations under annual 

Airport 5010 Inspection. 
3) Notify Airport Manager or Owner via 

letter of airport deficiency. 
4) Advise airport of 50% state matching 

grant program. 
5) No corrective action taken-file FAA 

form 7480 for airspace study. 
6) Have FAA Airports Office or FSDO 

due an on-sight flight check. 
7) If airport is determined unsafe, a 

" Private" use status will be issued. 
8) Classification Goals: 

I) Improve airport safety. 
2) Establish clear runway approaches. 
3) Maintain better asphalt and turf 
surfaces. 
4) Develop management commun ica
tion. 
5) Create enthusiasm for airport 
beautification. 

9) Encourage Airport Zoning. especial
ly for airports with federal aid. 
10) This is an approach without issuing 
a certi ficate or I icense of approval. 
II) The commission shall continue to 
assist airports that work at safety. 

I think this plan is a reasonable ap
proach to enforcing the maintenance of our 
airports. Let's all try to keep our airports 
in good condition without having to go the 
licensing route. The Aeronautics Commis
sion, the FAA and the Airport Association 
are here to assist you. Along this line, the 

Airport Association is planning to issue 
awards next year for the best and most im
proved airports. 

For information on airport classifica
tion call Mark Holzer, NDAC Planner, at 
224-2748; for information on airport 
awards call Jerry Olson at 774-8594. 

(promotional & Informational 
Tapes Purchased) 

One of the questions frequently ask
ed of our Association during membership 
drives is "What does our $25.00 annual 
dues get our airport?". Some of the 
answers are a subscription to the" North 
Dakota Aviation Quarterly", a unified lob
bying voice to represent airport concerns, 
an open exchange of airport information 
(sample leases, fee structures, agreements, 
operating policies, minimum standards, 
etc.), organization of the airports program 
at the annual conference, and various other 
things all intended for the overall better
ment of the state's airports. This year the 
Association will be purchasing and sending 
out an airport promotional tape to each air
port in the state that is a member of 
AAND. 

The promotional tape was put together 
by AvPlan Associates, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
The North Dakota Aeronautics Commis
sion, through a FAA Grant, hired AvPlan 
to study the states aviation system and the 
economic contribution made by aviation. 
The 15-20 minute tape highlights the 
aforementioned areas and will be an ex
cellent tool to promote your local airport. 
The tape will be able to be updated and will 
be the property of each airport. Additional
Iy, every member airport will be receiv
ing, sometime throughout the coming year, 
a copy of a recently released 45 minute 
FAA Airport Self-Inspection tape. Each 
member airport will have approximately 
two-three weeks to show the tape to the 
local authority members and maintenance 
personnel. After viewing the tape it will 
be sent on to another airport in the district. 

(1988.89 Officers Elected) 
Election of the 1988-89 Officers of 

AAND was also held at the Upper 
Midwest Aviation Symposium. I was for
tunate enough to be nominated as President 
for another year and will promise to do my 
best to serve you during that time. I would 
like to thank the board members that serv
ed last year as they have served your 
association well. 

Last year's statistics show AAND's 
membership increasing 23% or 22 airports 
from 1986-87. Currently over 60% of the 
state's airports belong to AAND and the 
goal for this year is 80%. Additionally, 14 
Associate Members joined AAND in 
1987-88. These membership increases 
were set out as goals last year and the goals 

were reached because of the work done by 
this past years Board of Directors. Thanks! 
The 1988-89 Officers are as follows: 
President .............. Jerry Olson 
Vice-President . . . . ... Ralph Henning 
Sec.-Treasurer .... .. . ... Greg Haug 
District #1 ... . . . .... Paul Ingwalson 
District #2 .... .. . .... Kenny Koehn 
District #3 .... . .... .. Erling Rolfson 
District #4 . ..... O. R. (Oscar) Ness 
District #5 ..... . .. laVerne Stippich 
Past President .......... Gary Baker 

NDPA MEMBERSHIP 
SWELLS AND NEW 

PLANS TAKE SHAPE 
Gerri Sayler, Vice, President, NDPA 

It was bound to happen - a revival 
of NDPA - and it did. During the Sym
posium, membership tripled from 24 to 
75 members and new recruits are still 
coming in as news of the organization's 
renewed energy continues to make its way 
around the state. 

Perhaps the most exciting develop
ment that promises to generate momentum 
is a commitment by the North Dakota 
Aviation Association to work together 
in promoting NDPA, by distributing 
membership flyers and co-sponsoring 
events. An example of this commitment is 
Bob Simmers' volunteering to rustle up a 
Poker Run out of Jamestown with the 
Skymaster Flying Club (see next page). 

The folks out of Exec-Air in Bismarck 
are talking about the possibility to organiz
ing a Fly-In Pancake Breakfast later this 
summer (watch for detaiLs in the next 
QuarterLy). And, FBOs in Minot (Warren 
Pietsch) and in Williston (Jack Daniels) 
were both quick to offer the use of their 
facilities year-round for pilot refresher 
courses, safety seminars, and all other 
sorts of hangar activities. 

So, cooperation and collaboration are 
the key words for NDPA this coming year. 
There' ll be particular emphasis on schedul
ing NDPA events to coincide with events 
planned by other organizations, including 
local air shows. 

For example, during the Minot Air 
Show July 16-17, NDPA will be co
sponsoring pre-airshow competition (spot 
landing, flower bombing, and short field 
takeoff) with the North Dakota Ninety
Nines. There will be trophies and prize 
money. Pre-registration is required. The 
fee is $3 (NDPA members) and $6 (non
NDPA members). For more information, 
contact John Bridewell, Center for 
Aerospace Sciences, Box 8216, Universi
ty Station, Grand Forks, NO 58202. 



WHAT'S YOUR 
AIRPORT WORTH? 
Mark Holzer, Aviation Planner 
N.D. Aeronautics Commission 

Some 70 public airports will close in 
the United States every year, and three or 
four public airports are endangered in our 
state. Since more aluminum (aircraft) 
exists than concrete (airports) in our 
country, we need to preserve these public 
use transportation facilities. 

To create more enthusiasm for avia
tion growth, the North Dakota Aeronautics 
Commission received in July, 1987 from 
the Federal Aviation Administration a 
planning grant to determine the economic 
impact of an airport which measures the 
benefits aviation provides to some 102 
public airport communities in North 
Dakota. These benefits include the jobs, 
wages, goods, and services provided at the 
airport for both airlines and general avia
tion activity. Economic benefits will be 
developed to include income from transient 
passengers who use the airport but spend 
their money for business or vacation in our 
state. Finally, these benefits also include 
the intangible effect the airport has on 
business decisions to locate or remain in 
a specific area. 

Preliminary results were reported at 
the March NDAC convention that aviation 
directly employs 3,360 people in North 
Dakota with aviation industry expenditures 
of $156 million dollars in 1987 economy. 
These expenditures roll over in the local 
economy with a 2.25 multiplier for a total 
preliminary economy impact of over $350 
million dollars that aviation and related 
industries contribute annually. 

The aviation industry in North Dakota 
was surveyed in late 1987 for this study 
ill which a 55 % response rate was achiev
ed. Our consultant was quite "pleased" 
with the data received to compile the 
analysis. We thank all participants for your 
time and consideration in response to the 
• ',Economic Impact of A v iation" su rvey to 
help demonstrate aviation's value to our 
economy. A complete report of this impact 
is being prepared by Aviation Planning 
Associates for August 1988 release date. 
A summary report will highlight these 
findings along with a pocket insert for an 
individual airport's data. A 6 minute video 
tape will be produced also to disseminate 
the "important role" aviation plays in our 
state. 

North Dakota Pilots Association 
Gerri Sayler, Vice President, NDPA 

The 14th Annual Upper Midwest 
Aviation Symposium brought a fresh 
vision and renewed energy to the North 
Dakota Pilots Association. 

Topping this year's NDPA offerings 
at the Symposium was a Biennial Flight 
Review Clinic taught by four instructors 
from UNO's Center for Aerospace 
Sciences: Rick Mercil, Jerry Iverson, John 
Bridewell, and Don Dubuque (all members 
of NDPA). 

Over 30 pilots received certificates for 
participating in the two 2 112 hour sessions 
which provided a review of basic aeronau
tical knowledge requirements of FAR 61 
and current general flight rules of FAR 91 . 

The positive response and requests for 
more of the same has prompted plans to 
repeat the Biennial Flight Review Clinic 
again next year . 

Over a I ()() people gathered for 
NDPA's session on thunderstorms with 
Mike Poellot, atmospheric sciences pro
fessor at UNO' s Center for Aerospace 
Sciences. 

His presentation included a severe 
weather primer covering basic storm 
dynamics and hazards along with tips on 
what to do if you inadvertently fly into a 

POKER RUN SET 
FOR JUNE 25-26 

Fun in the sun - jolly good times. 
Trophies, prizes, and surprises. It pro
mises to be all that and more. 

It's the North Dakota All-State Poker 
Run set for the weekend of June 25-26 
co-sponsored by NOAA, NDPA, and the 
Skymaster Flying Club in Jamestown. 

Here's the tentative schedule: Starting 
at Valley Aviation in Fargo on Saturday, 
June 25 at 6 am, a fly-in breakfast at 
Jamestown Aviation from 7-9 am, with 
stops at Exec-Air in Bismarck and Dakota 
AirFlight before flying over Medora to 
spend the night at Williston (after a barbe
que and hangar party) . 

On Sunday, June 25, breakfast at 
Pietsch Flying Service in Minot, coffee 
break at Devils Lake, and the afternoon 
in Grand Forks where the Air Base will 
be hosting Friends and Neighbors Day 
(featuring the Blue Angels along with an 
open house and tours). 

Come one, come all. Join in the fun 
- at any stop along the way. A great 
family weekend. 

For more information, contact Bob 
Simmers, Jamestown Aviation, Box 427, 
Jamestown,ND 58401 or 701-252-2150. 

thunderstorm. Using a variety of slides and 
video from contemporary thunderstorm 
studies, he shared new insight on what 
your eyeballs and radar can and cannot do 
for you. 

The topic generated such tremendous 
feedback that NDPA is attempting to ar
range to have Mike repeat his presentation 
in at least two other locations during the 

coming year. Watch for details in future 
issues of the Quarterly . 

"Collision Avoidance for the 80s" 
featured an in-depth presentation by Bob 
Cathers of AOPA's Air Safety Foundation. 
He took the audience through a step-by
step description of a proven inflight 
method for scanning surrounding airspace 
to see and avoid other aircraft. 

Bob Fishman and Jo Morgan from 
Grand Forks Flight Service Station 
presented a lively discussion of "Auto
mated Flight Service: Jamestown As Case 
Study." Using North Dakota's first FSS 
closure as a focus, the two FAA officials 
worked through the steps in making the 
new system work for you and how to take 
advantage of a net increase in available 
services. 

Dr. Jerry Cockrell, Aviation Psychologist, 
entertained banquet goers with his witty 
humor and enthusiasm. 

Attention Williston Area Pilots 
NDPA will be sponsoring a 
safety seminar early May 

on Airspace, TCAs and ARSAs, 
and Communications, featuring 
ATC reps from Bismarck and 

Grand Forks towers 



Don't Talk "To The Choir" 
Gary Ness, Director 

N.D. Aeronautics Commission 

The Symposium has come and gone. 
I can report to you that many other states 
are jealous of our success. The Thursday 
after our meeting, I had the opportunity to 
attend the National meeting of Aeronautics 
Directors. Several other directors asked 
me how North Dakota does such a good 
job. My standard answer was "The Avia
tion Industry in North Dakota has one 
common goal - SUCCESS" . It shows that 
all facets of one industry can get together 
and learn from each other and make the 
industry that much stronger. Congratula
tions to the NDAC . 

While attending several of the ses
sions, I heard one common element 
brought up time and time again , " Don ' t 
talk to the choir, talk to those who know 
nothing about aviation" . How true a state
ment. I would venture a guess that when 
the first group of North Dakota aviation 
people got together that was a topic. 

Let's take it upon ourselves to educate 
four (4) non-aviation oriented people thi s 
year. With a goal to bring one of those four 
to the symposium next year. Just think of 
the positive effect that could have on your 
community and the industry for the future. 

It doesn ' t matter if we are a "nut 
turner" or a " sky jockey", education of 
the uninformed is our life blood. They are 
our market place. The more the public is 
educated, the better the relationship for the 
future . 

It's time for a voluntary program, 
"Take a non-believer to lunch". Explain 
to them what aviation is and how it affects 
them. Educate them with facts about your 
industry and how you fit into the process . 

Remember, all the public sees of avia
tion, normally, is the inside of an 
aluminum cigar or looking for their bag
gage. This along with front page pictures 
of a crash site. Give your friends and 
neighbors another perspective, the truth 

• and how it affects them. 
The Symposium theme was "THE 

SKY'S THE LIMIT", let us strive for that 
in education. 
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NO REPRESENTATIVES 
ATTEND NAAA MEETING 

Cindy Schreiber-Beck 
WNAAA N.D. State Contact 

In Washington, D.C. - the North Dakota 
Agricultural Aviation Assoc. 

The "Ag Boys" of North Dakota 
were well represented at the recent Spring 
Board Meeting of the National Agricultural 
Aviation Association in Washington, 
March 10-12, 1988. Ron Deck, NAAA 
Director representing North Dakota, Barb 
Deck, Vice-President of the Women of the 
National Agricultural Aviation Association 
(WNAAA) and Cindy Schreiber-Beck , 
WNAAA NO State Contact and WNAAA 
Promotional Director, were in attendance 
to discuss, plan and implement programs 
essential to agricultural aviation . On the 
agenda was the NAAA convention to be 
held at the Tropicana Hotel in Las Vegas , 
Nevada, December 5-8, 1988 , with the 
theme 'The Winning Combination, Agri
cultural Aviation'. Mark these dates on 
your calendar and prepare yourself for an 
exciting and educational event, with a 
chance to win a week for four in Arizona 
through the WNAAA raffle. 

At the state level , there was con
cern and action taken on the FAA Docket 
# 25531; discussions and updates on the 
farm worker protection which would open 
up commercial applicators to liability suits; 
relief from the endangered species bill 
because of its delay until 1990; action 
against Senate Bill 79; The Clean Air At
tainment Act (to get pesticides classified 
as pollutants); and opposition to the Oc
cupational Disease Notification Act spon
sored by the AFL-CIO. Although the 
NAAA will continue in its capacity, the 
full board does not convene until the Fall 
Meeting on October 13-15, 1988. 

As an extra thought, the NAAA needs 
members along with the support of a strong 
state organization comprised of involved , 
dedicated and concerned ag operators . Us
ing the recent convention as an indicator, 
it appears that all NDAAA members are 
willing to fight for the right to continue in 
their chosen industry and should be com
mended for their efforts. 

Greetings North Dakota Aviators 
Bob Simmers, President 

North Dakota Aviation Association 

The 1988 Upper Midwest Aviation 
Symposium is now history and that means 
that spring is just around the corner. The 
Sprayers are all ready and the fuel tanks 
are all full. 

The Symposium is over?, or is it. For 
those that were not there, the convention 
never was. For those who did attend , this 
symposium will never be over , but will 
linger in their minds for time to come. This 
had to be the most informative and educa
tional convention that we have had in re
cent years. My hat is off (I never wear a 
hat) to all of the committees who worked 
so hard to put this year's convention 
together. A special thanks to all of the ex
hibitors who are so vital to any convention, 
especially ours . We are only looking for
ward to bigger and better things to come. 

The NOAA had several good meet
ings at the convention. Mr. John Colomy, 
Assistant Manager of the Regional FAA 
office in Chicago spent two hours with us 
and was very informative on the subjects 
of inspections and what to look forward to. 
Mr. Todd Dunhke of Piper spent an hour 
with us discussing what is new at Piper. 
The final business meeting of the NOAA 
included the election of officers . We are 
pleased to announce that Mr. Dave Hen
drickson of Executive Air Taxi of 
Bismarck was elected Sec/Treas. for the 
group. I was reelected for another year and 
am looking forward to working with Dave. 
I would like to thank all who participated 
in the NOAA functions at the Symposium. 

With spring almost upon us, it is once 
again time to think about calling all of 
those students that were put aside for cold 
weather. Don't let the spring season fool 
you though , the icing and frost season will 
be at their peak during the spring months. 

The spring will be beautiful and the 
flying will be great. It's a great time to tour 
North Dakota in your aircraft . .. and get 
out and visit your local FBO . 

SPRING IS HERE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Have a great flying spring. 
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